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Calendar Competition: Highly commended images:
Our ‘Paws for the Camera’ Competition created much interest, and we had many entries. Sadly, not everyone could be a winner. For reasons of composition
or resolution, some of our favourite images did not make it inside the calendar, but we could not let them go unacknowledged. So here is a selection of
the 'nearly made it' images. Better luck next year, guys!
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PIGEONPOST
Smartphone app for missing pets
I wonder if readers are aware that there is now a Smartphone
app that aims to help owners find lost pets.
A Daily News item by Mphathi Nxumalo earlier in the year
states that Zoopa helps locate lost pets within a 50km radius of
the user. It makes use of facial recognition software to identify
lost animals. Pet owners are able to connect with one another
and share information like breed of animal, age, colour and
particular markings and whether there is a chip number.
The app is available on iStore and Google Play Store. Other
useful information for owners includes details of veterinary
services, dog walkers, groomers and pet sitters.
Mandy Crerar of Kitten Action, which she founded in 1999, is
quoted in the article as saying that the strong point of the app
is that it helps owners to “get out notices quickly when a pet
goes missing”.
A Randburg resident, Peter Loudon, who works with
computer software, said the facial recognition facility would be
a real boon and would like to know how it actually works, since
it is relatively easy to create human facial recognition, but that
recognising a pet’s face could be a bit more difficult.
Perhaps a reader with knowledge about this could inform us.
Hilary Ralph, Everton

Tanking of wild creatures
Dear Shirley
I read The Animal Angle this morning over my muesli
and I love that your articles are not just reports, but have
wisdoms woven into them.
I don't know why, but tanked animals have suddenly
become very important to me. Perhaps there has been a
groundswell of consciousness that I am picking up.
It was reported earlier this year that Tilikum, one of the
largest orcas in captivity, is dying from a rare lung infection
and has very little time left, and then a later report said he
was beginning to recover.
He has had a terribly sad life, having been captured
thirty years ago when he was only two years old. He now
weighs 5700kg. The unnatural lives of free-ranging marine
animals being tanked and taught to do tricks for public
entertainment is hard to imagine, but is unbearable even
to think about.
Aggression against humans is not known in orcas in
their natural environment, but Tilikum has at times shown
aggression that is foreign to his species. The reason is not
far to seek: frustration, loneliness, boredom, desperation…
Leslie C, (by e-mail)
Articles about Tilikum and others like him make one feel
desperate about the plight of tanked animals whose lives
are restricted to small concrete pools requiring that they
move constantly in small circles or hang supinely at the
surface, separated from their family groups forever and
from ranging the open ocean. An orca would be likely to
swim around 150kms a day in its natural surroundings. The
inability of so many people to imagine the torture of such
lifelong and barren confinement means that there is too little
objection to practices done in the name of science and/or
entertainment. Some feel that there is so much suffering in
the world that caring about such things is way down the list.
Not so. Compassion is unconditional. Everything matters.
Ed.
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Banning cruel sow crates
I was going through files and throwing out old articles when
I came across an NSPCA Newsletter that reported that an
inspector from their Farm Animal Unit had inspected an
“intensive piggery in Gauteng” and found that some of the
sows confined in these hellish devices had wounds from their
futile efforts to turn around or move position. One sow had to
be euthanased. Several others received veterinary attention.
A “warning was issued”, this being part of the required
procedure. But why do we, the public, put up with things like
this? We have known about sow gestation crates for years,
and we have a voice. A few have felt uncomfortable once they
found out about it. But the banning date was, at the request
of the pork industry, extended, while the NSPCA continued to
demand that sow crates be banned by the end of 2016.
What is the matter with us? Surely we are beginning to see
that public objection can actually get things done.
The piggery in question began to phase out sow crates
after the NSPCA warning and began to construct communal
enclosures for the sows. They reported that they hoped to
have phased out sow crates in the piggery by the end of 2016.
The time is now upon us.
But what of the continuing cruelty to all the sows presently
being confined in this totally unacceptable way?
Allie Porter, (by e-mail)

When ‘discretion is the better part of valour’
This is the story of how a clever little dog decided to use her
discretion to ‘save her skin’.
On a recent sunny afternoon, Lula, my Lhasa Abso, and I went
off for what we expected to be a pleasant stroll in the Botanic
Gardens. Lula strained at her leash, eager to be off. Then we
settled down to a sedate and leisurely pace, enjoying nature’s
abundance. While I looked with wonder at the height and
grandeur of the huge trees, Lula sniffed along the path, intent
on leaving a trail of little ‘messages’ to mark her presence for
other dogs to note and follow.
In the distance, we could see three people with three dogs
on leashes. A lady had two sausage dogs, while a small girl
walked a shaggy little dog that looked rather like Lula.
“There are some little friends ahead,” I said to Lula. We
often meet a little friend at a gate during our walks, and there
is much sniffing and wagging of tails before we move on.
Imagine my surprise when one of the ‘sausages’ suddenly
broke from its leash and charged with apparently ferocious
intent straight at Lula. In a moment, we were all three in a
tangle, with me spinning round with shrieking dogs at my
ankles. I tried to push the attacker off with my foot and the
next moment landed on the grass. I got myself up and tried to
lift Lula out of harm’s way, but then her lead slipped off.
In a second, she decided that discretion was definitely the
better part of valour and took off like the wind. It was like a
scene from the Gingerbread Man… “Run, run, as fast as
you can. You can’t catch me. I’m the Gingerbread Man”…
Lula, followed by the sausage dog, followed by the little girl,
followed by the lady, round and round the pond, past the
bed of cannas, and finally disappearing through the entrance
towards the car park!
I, meanwhile, had to recover for a moment on a nearby
bench, trying to gather my wits before taking off after them all.
When I anxiously reached the entrance, it was to find that the
small girl had managed to retrieve Lula and was carrying her
Visit our website

under her arm. Lula was looking woebegone, covered in grass
clippings, and tail dejectedly down. But both dogs were safe.
After water and a rest, we left, feeling that there’s truly no place
like home.
Questions arose while I tried to figure out why the male
sausage dog had attacked my little female Lula. I had been
under the illusion that male dogs don’t normally attack female
dogs. And he had determinedly rushed her from so far away.
She is always submissive and friendly, but he had decided
that he couldn’t stand her even from a distance. Had we
encountered a doggy racist?!
It reminded me of something a famous family therapist said
a long time ago: “You don’t have to do anything to be hated!”
I thought of how well-functioning animals have their little
‘getting to know you’ rituals, their cautious introductory sniffs,
their tail wags and body movements. And I wondered what
kind of wordless messages we humans send out and what kind
of message would work best for us if we knew.
Desi Halse, Berea

The love that little creatures give
I could not sleep the night before I wrote this and was still
wide awake at two a.m. At about 4 a.m., I uncovered the birds
who have free range of my apartment and go into their cage
when they choose to do so, which they always do at night.
They normally emerge only in the morning and were uncertain
about coming out in the dark, but they clambered out of their
cage when they had decided that all was well.
I sat quietly listening to the bird 'songs' of Pretty Boy. He is
struggling to get control over some of the words he is trying
to learn, such as 'beautiful', which is difficult because it just has
too many different sounds for him. He is also struggling with
‘gorgeous'.
He has learned 'Bad Boy', and when I say it because he has
done something that he is not supposed to do, he reacts as
though he understands. Perhaps it is more the tone of voice
than the actual words. What is really strange is that almost at
the exact time my poor little Sweetie died, he stopped using
her name, but I am sure it is still somewhere inside him.
The birds bring me great joy. They are delighted when I go
into my bedroom after lunch as they know that I usually lie
down for an hour, and that we will not be disturbed as we rest
together.
When I am not there, they go and hide, usually on top of a
wicker basket in a corner. Yesterday I saw them on the basket,
said 'hello' to them and lay down quietly. Everything was still.
Then I felt the little feet on my legs and hip and finally on the
pillow next to my head. The pillow is covered by a towel, as I
know they will make their way there. They fossick around trying
to find a comfortable position and settle down to sleep.
There is something so special about a little bird who is fast
asleep almost on one’s face. My little female bird gets as close
as possible, fluffs out her grey feathers, and tucks her head into
the feathers beneath her wings. Such trust. I feel so privileged.
They often balance on one foot (quite the athletes) and when
they put their other little foot down it is as warm as toast.
When I had my home, I always had Boxer dogs. Boxers are
an adorable species. My dogs (I always had two) were at the
very centre of my life. My last Boxer died just before I gave up
my home.
No pets are allowed in most retirement complexes, so I
am deeply grateful to be able to have my two much-loved
parakeets which have the run of my flat. They were born in
captivity, so would not be able to fend for themselves in the
www.spcadbn.org.za

wild, but I make sure they have as much freedom as possible
in my apartment.
It is really important for birds to have company. All animals
have social needs. Those who are pets need a lot of love and
attention and as much freedom of movement and variety of
environment as it is possible to give. What they give in return
is love and endless trust.
Joan Ashworth, Berea

Turning our rhino into commercial products
It is heartening to read that the SPCAs in our country have
responsibilities in some wildlife issues and not just for pets or
the small wildlife of our cities. Our rhino, elephants, lions and
many other animals, including bird species, are all vulnerable,
even though South African elephant numbers recently
published seem to indicate some stability of numbers.
Borders seem to mean little these days, whether crossed by
desperate refugees or by ruthless poachers. Africa is particularly
vulnerable, not only because borders are permeable, but
because we have so many of the world’s most exciting species.
Unfortunately some of these species are admired not only
because they are so impressive, but because parts of their
bodies are desired by wealthy people, mainly in Asia, for
reasons that boggle the mind because they are so superstitious
and ridiculous.
Greedy dealers, corrupt officials and poachers, often driven
by a need to earn, all contribute to the killing of African rhino
and elephants, while wealthy hunters, seemingly mainly
American, enjoy killing young handsomely maned lions for
trophy reasons.
Now we are increasingly hearing arguments for “sustainable
use” by breeding rhino so that their horns can be cut off and
sold (leaving stumps that still “would make it worthwhile” for
many poachers). We are assured that the animal appears not
to mind being de-horned. Well, we don’t know that, do we?
Sustainable breeding is not a good idea. Wild rhino will
then acquire extra status, and poaching will continue or get
worse. Rhinos in the wild could become extinct. What we need
around game reserves are opportunities for employment. I
recently read an online article by the fine writer Don Pinnock
that pointed out that when tourists visit our reserves there is no
opportunity for them to experience something of the culture,
music and food of the local people.
Yet there is a rich tradition here. Increasingly, our parks
are for the well-to-do, yet we could have reasonably priced
accommodation provided by communities living near the
reserve gates. There would have to be financial support to
begin with, but probably not for long.
In the article by Don Pinnock that I read, Christian Bonacic
says: “We can make rhinos a farm animal – no problem. But
farming goes in the wrong direction: towards genetic selection,
longer horns, bigger animals. The concept that the animal is
part of an ecosystem will be lost. It would just be a commodity
like battery chickens. And animals raised that way can never
again be part of the Earth’s vital fabric. Of course, it makes
sense economically. It may make some people very rich, but
it will not help wild conservation at all. And it won’t stop wild
poaching. If we legalise horn trade, farming will be the main
consequence.”
One reads a lot about animals these days. Although many
of the stories are upsetting, the fact that at least we are talking
about what happens to them seems to suggest that many
people are getting more concerned that animals should be
treated properly.
John Lewis
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EDITORIAL
Inspectors as educators
It is important for the public to know that our inspectors play
their own supportive role in educating people about how to
look after animals. Including at levels where one would least
expect it, they sometimes come across cases of callousness
or neglect that people have ignored or not taken seriously
because of a lack of understanding of what complex, sensitive
and intuitive creatures animals are. And yet there are others
who will readily risk their lives to save an animal. We have had
them on our own staff.

We need clearer, stronger laws to reduce cruelty to animals
There are poverty-stricken people who will share their own
pitifully small resources with their animals and whose bonds
with them are strong and enduring.
What we believe is that lack of compassion can sometimes
arise though ignorance or through a life of such injury to the
human spirit that animals seem to be of no consequence, just
‘things’ out there in a harsh world and not seen as feeling
sadness or suffering pain or having moments of joy through
human kindness and contact.

About The Lives of Animals
South African author, JM Coetzee, now living in Adelaide,
is one of the world’s best writers, a Nobel Prize laureate
and a man who speaks for animals because he recognises
the inestimable worth of animal consciousness.
He has Elizabeth Costello, one of his characters, say that
there is no excuse for the lack of sympathy that human beings
extend towards other animals, because "there is no limit to
the extent to which we can think ourselves into the being of
another. There are no bounds to the sympathetic imagination".
Widespread human lack of empathy for animal life reveals a
great flaw in our species. The Lives of Animals was published

EDITORIAL

Shirley Bell

in 1999. It is sometimes described by such comments as “a
metafictional novella about animal rights”, but that doesn’t
tell us anything about what it really is, since it is beyond
categorising. It is a superb work that one has to read for
oneself, since any commentary leaves its essence untouched.
On the 15th and 16th of October 1997, JM Coetzee gave
two addresses: “The Philosopher and the Animals” and
“The Poets and the Animals”, as part of the Tanner Lectures
on Human Values. The Lives of Animals appears again in his
novel, Elizabeth Costello (2003). It is something one just keeps
on wanting to re-read.

These dramatic SPCA photographs show what a difference love and care can make to an animal's life.

BEFORE

AFTER

There are perplexing and confused attitudes regarding
what constitutes cruelty to animals. A good deal of
morally unacceptable behaviour towards animals is
accepted by a great many law-abiding people without
much introspection.
A short while ago, the Daily Maverick published a fine
article by one of our most distinguished legal figures, Pierre
de Vos. He began by referring to the arrest of a South African
pastor for “feeding live snakes to his congregation” in a
really bizarre ritual.
The article focused on our selective feelings of outrage
about animal cruelty. Certain domesticated animals like
sheep, cattle, pigs, goats and chickens are slaughtered “often
in the cruellest manner” as a matter of course, while sex with
an animal, he points out, apart from understandably being a
societal taboo, is a criminal offence. We are not sufficiently
introspective about the processes that put
meat on our tables. We avoid doing anything
to make them as humane as possible because
that would require our knowing enough about
them to make us feel very uncomfortable. It is
easier not to know too much.
In our society, it is unacceptable to kill
and eat domestic animals such as dogs and
cats, and we appropriately become angry
about canned hunting of lions and other big
animals, and also the unsporting practice of
driven hunting, although we are generally
much less upset about antelopes hunted for
‘sport’.
These anomalies, Pierre de Vos says, are
reflected in the manner in which legislation deals with the
mistreatment of animals in our country. He points out that
there are several problems with the Animals Protection
Act passed in 1962 by the Nationalist government and still
remaining on the statute books.
“The Act reflects the world view, values and practices of
a small segment of society” and thus fails to accommodate
changing attitudes and strivings towards greater moral
responsibility towards animals.
The Act criminalises the mistreatment of ‘animals’, but
defines animals in a peculiar way to mean “any equine,
bovine, sheep, goat, pig, fowl, ostrich, dog, cat or other
domestic animal or bird, or any wild animal, wild bird
or reptile which is in captivity or under the control of any
person”.
It therefore prohibits mistreatment of all domesticated

"We are not
sufficiently
introspective
about the
processes that
put meat on
our tables."

Feeding live snakes in a bizarre religious ceremony.
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animals, but the mistreatment of wild animals only where such
wild animals are in captivity or under the control of a person.
In terms of the Act, a mistreated lion in a zoo falls under the
Act, but not a lion in a game reserve; a mistreated shark in
an aquarium, but not a shark in the ocean. In practice, animal
welfare organisations often involve themselves in humane
interference beyond the Act, but the Act is inadequate and
often limited.
Pierre de Vos points out that Section 2 of the Act criminalises
a range of activities relating to animals, but in often imprecise
and vague terms, which makes it difficult at times to determine
what actually constitutes a definite criminal offence.
For instance, the Act prohibits anyone from “unnecessarily”
starving or under-feeding an animal or denying it food or water.
“Unnecessarily” is surely a curious adverb to use in this context.
How can a court determine whether it has been “necessary”
to starve or underfeed an animal? How could this
ever be “necessary”?
The Act also prohibits poisoning “without
reasonable cause”. Was this to permit the
poisoning of jackals by sheep farmers, a habit that
kills many birds that feed on carrion?
And what about commercial exploitation of the
millions of animals who end up in plastic-wrapped
packages on supermarket shelves? And the
fear induced in the under-supervised transport
and abattoir processes which are quite beyond
the monitoring resources of animal welfare
organisations unsupported by any government
subsidies.
Issues like barbaric canned hunting grab public
attention for a while, but interest usually soon becomes
intermittent and dependent on media headlines. To what
extent is concern about animal cruelty based on passionate
caring?
For change in any field to come about, there has first of all
to be acknowledgement of what is unacceptable. Widespread
honest dialogue is needed. But even if we never get to
widespread open public debate, one thing is certain: revision
of outdated legislation on the issue of animal cruelty is well
overdue.
And thank you to Pierre de Vos for opening up this important
issue for us all to think about. The animal welfare agencies have
a hugely important responsibility not only in animal welfare,
but in educating the public about animals. The least we can do
is demand a revised Animals Protection Act that supports the
vital work they do.
shirleybell@mweb.co.za

www.spcadbn.org.za

Cecil, the lion recently killed by a tourist hunter in Zimbabwe.
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SKYLER - Skyler became part of the
Mosmann family on 9 June. She now has a
very busy social life, which includes visits to
the Shongweni Club and doggie training.

www.spcadbn.org.za

U

S

R ADO
P

S

Russell says:
“I am only a young dog
and just look at my worry
lines. You might think I am
just snoozing the hours
away in comfort, but I
worry about the world.
I want everyone to be
happy like me.”

T

That’s me, “Bubbles’, on the chair
(on the right of course!)
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A glorious morning in a place where
we both love to be.
Russ and Dean
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GINNY AND LUNA
“We adopted Ginny, our beautiful wirehaired terrier, in April 2015. She is the most
gentle little lady and loves to play… all day.
Every day when I put on my takkies for our
walk, she is wild with excitement. She is an
adventurer by heart, and a mole hunter by
trade. She can be quite serious at times
and tends to sulk if no one is available to
play with her. Her love for us is endless, and
we couldn’t live without her gentle, loving
soul. A few months later, we adopted Luna,
our very own pirate. She is a playful pup,
full of beans, and always wanting attention.
She loves her sister the most in the world,
closely followed by food! She runs like the
wind, has no clue as to her size, and often
kicks us off the couch or the bed. We are
so grateful for our precious doggies. They
bring so much light and love into our lives.
Adopting them is the best decision we ever
made.”
Amanda Clark
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LEVI AND PEANUT
Levi and Peanut were both adopted, are
doing excellently and are very loved and
also very spoilt. They sleep with Mom and
Dad, so the bed now mostly belongs to our
two fur babies.

S

CCE
PIXIE
Helen Vermaak adopted Pixie from us, and
here is her message: “Pixie came to live
with me last December and has become
my constant companion. She is very lively
and can hold long conversations, especially
when I’m trying to talk on the telephone!
She loves to run flat out and can change
direction in an instant. She is curious about
everything and popular wherever she goes.
Her favourite walk is on the beach, and
her five-metre-long leash means she can
explore to her heart’s content. Thank you
for all you do at the SPCA to help animals
in need.”

S

Here is Morris Giles,
cooling off after a long
run on Muizenberg beach,
followed by the climb up to
his mountainside home. While
cooling down, Morris is also
soaking the salt off his paws,
because sea water is not good
for tender paws.
Nicci Giles, Cape Town
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HOLLY
“Here is our gorgeous girl, Holly, whom
we adopted towards the end of last year.
She is such a big part of our ‘fur kid family’,
and we are so happy at being able to give
her a loving home.”
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MARMALADE
Zahrah adopted Marmalade recently. It
took a while to find a loving home for this
affectionate little kitten, but she waited
for a good reason, as she now has a new
Mum who loves her. Thank you, Zahrah, for
adopting this dear little creature.”

Caroline Smith - General Manager

BUBBLES - Bubbles is such
a sweet dog, and we are so
happy that she has gone to
a loving home. Beth writes:
“Bubbles has fitted so well
into our family. She is such a
special little girl. Thank you so
very much for her. Love, Beth
and Alf Cormac.”
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they retain the motivation and the courage to carry out heartrending tasks, supporting one another through emotionally
draining cases that leave unforgettable images in the mind.
Hospital and clinic staff are also faced with abhorrent cases
of cruelty. Members of the public often bring in animals in a
desperate state, claiming that they are “strays”, when it is all
too obvious to our experienced staff members that these very
people are the owners who have allowed their vulnerable,
helpless animals to deteriorate, sometimes almost beyond
recognition. When ownership can be proved, our inspectors
are called in to investigate and press charges.
It has been particularly evident during this year that we are
not “just about cats and dogs”. In our efforts to ameliorate
suffering, pigs, goats, horses, donkeys, cattle, a peacock, and
even a terrapin, have passed through our hands.
While working at the SPCA is not an easy job, the happier
side of our efforts brings us rewarding moments, reminding us
of the meaningfulness of working together for animals. When
rescued animals are rehabilitated and re-homed, we celebrate
each individual adoption. Read about our new Adoption Bell
that is rung each time a new owner takes one of our animals
home.
Regarding our constant efforts to enhance our facilities, our
puppy block has undergone a major ‘facelift’ in order to create
a more comfortable temporary home and an environment that
is less susceptible to the spread of the contagious diseases to
which puppies are vulnerable owing to their immature immune
systems.
These improvements were made possible by donations from
the public, and I would like wholeheartedly to acknowledge
the generous support of our donors, members and volunteers
who make everything we do possible.

S

This
has
been
a
challenging year, but our
strength grows because
of our sense of mission
and the dedication
and hard work of all
staff members in all
departments.
At the core of our
function is the brave
and often heart-breaking
work of our Inspectorate.
This passionate team
has
reached
an
unprecedented level of
achievement under the
leadership of Inspectorate Manager, Candice Sadayan, and
Manager, Jay Metadad (Operations Manager).
Extraordinary team spirit was demonstrated during the
drought outreach which was initiated and implemented by
our inspectors. It made me feel deeply proud when our own
staff donated towards purchasing water to help alleviate the
suffering of desperately thirsty animals outside our own areas
of jurisdiction.
The number of cruelty cases opened has increased. The
procedure through the courts can be numbing. We joyfully
celebrate successful convictions against perpetrators, but
our spirits are cast down when some clearly guilty people
escape conviction, often after endless delays and many court
appearances.
Keeping up morale is a crucial issue, with inspectors having
to face the endless daily onslaught of unimaginable cruelty,
indiscriminate breeding, and careless neglect. But somehow

PRECIOUS PETS
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PAWS FOR THOUGHT WITH CAROLINE

CCES
BELLA
”Here is my precious Bella. I adopted her
just over a year ago, and she is my angel.
Thanks so much.” Charmaine
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Candice Sadayan

Animal Heroes Community Outreach

A dog called Hero
On 18 March, Inspector Moloi was notified that two dogs had
been lying next to the railway line in the Shallcross area. He
found that one of the dogs had been hit by a train and was
being cared for by the second dog, which had been seen
looking for food and then taking it back to his injured friend.
He would not leave her side as she was carried away by
Inspector Moloi. Unfortunately, she had a severe spinal injury
and had to be humanely euthanased to put an end to her pain.
Her guardian angel friend, whom we called Hero, was taken
to the SPCA to recover and was soon chosen for adoption, but
the story had been taken up by the local newspapers and was
seen by Hero’s delighted owner.
Hero ran straight up to him as soon as he saw him, and the
two fell to the floor with happy hugs from owner and ecstatic
licks from Hero. A happy ending for a delightful dog.

Nelson Mandela said:
“Education is the most
powerful weapon
which you can use to
change the world.”
This is the key to the work
that our inspectors do
every day and is taken very
seriously by us. But we felt
the need to do more, and
so in March we piloted the
Animal Heroes Community
Outreach Programme.
The programme focuses
on needy communities
in our area, educating the children on proper pet care and
helping as many animals as possible along the way. The
children loved our opening programme. We handed out
educational pamphlets and pages to colour in and, while they
were listening to our Inspector Mntungwa’s talk, their parents
brought their pets to be de-fleaed and de-wormed.
Adults learned about the dangers of gin traps, which are
common in these areas. This is a cruel practice that has to be
stopped, and we are passionate about trying to eliminate it.

Having seen at first hand the
excruciating pain and fear in the
eyes of so many animals that have
fallen victim to this awful fate has
made our team even more determined to put an end to it.
Animal lives can be saved by creating awareness.
We hold to Lao Tzu’s adage: “The journey of a thousand
miles begins with one step.” Education is that first step.

INSIDE THE INSPECTORATE

"All Creatures Great and Small"
While dealing with neglected and abused dogs in Buffelsdraai
in February, our inspectors came across a mistreated terrapin.
A family had found it in a nearby stream and had unwisely
taken it home. They were keeping it in a bucket of water.
Terrapins are omnivorous, and it was not being given the right
food. They are also semi-aquatic, and the terrapin had no way
of getting out of the bucket of water. This would have been
very traumatic for it. We released it back into its natural habitat.
Wild animals belong in the wild and should not be kept as
pets. If they nonetheless are kept as pets, it is vital that research
is done into proper feeding and environmental conditions,
including as much freedom as possible.
Thanks to our inspectors, this little terrapin is back where he
belongs. He happily swam away when released.

Those awful drains again

Last year, we investigated some 8821 cruelty complaints
and undertook around 306 rescues. Our team often works
in difficult and deeply stressful situations, from accident
scenes, rescue operations, and dealing with cruel and abusive
owners, to animal hoarders, proactive inspections of animal
establishments, and doing everything we can in all the ways
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In May, Inspector Mntungwa was on call during a weekend
when he received a call that a dog was stuck in a drain in the
Newlands area. He found a weary, dehydrated, underweight,
sad German Shepherd crossbreed, who appeared to have
been trapped for days.
Inspector Mntungwa lowered himself into the drain to
retrieve the desperate young animal. He was brought into the
SPCA, treated, and given plenty of food and water. He soon
began to recover and became available for adoption.
We named this lovely, playful animal Jack and were delighted
when he was adopted by a loving family and will have the
happy and secure life that he deserves.

we can to ensure that welfare standards are met and improved
upon. Our team believes in the power of teamwork and
collaboration, and we strive for positive results in even the
most dire of situations. We know who it is that we fight for,
and we thank all the generous members of the community who
support our efforts with such faith and trust.
Visit our website

www.spcadbn.org.za
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Practices are sometimes unwittingly cruel through ignorance
Our inspectors work with poultry hawkers
at the Early Morning Market in the Durban
CBD to improve the conditions in which
animals are kept. Among other issues, we
found that chickens were being displayed
to customers by being tethered by their
legs to the top and sides of their cages
with no room to move, no water provided,
and with a major risk of possible injuries.
We at the SPCA favour education
before prosecution where feasible,
because our first mission is to stop cruel
practices and change attitudes towards
animals. We are nonetheless adamant
that owners comply with the law and
submitted recommendations to the
Municipality concerning the chickens.
We are happy to be able to report
notable improvements, including food
and water, more space in cages, and paper
on pull-out trays to enable cleaning. The
poultry owners were co-operative, and
inspections will be kept up.

Water means life
In January this year, northern KwaZulu-Natal was facing one of the worst
droughts in decades, which had devastating effects not only on the communities,
but on their domestic pets and livestock.
The worst-affected areas have no established SPCA close by, and thousands of
animals have died of starvation and dehydration since 2015.

Upgraded home for pigs

O

ur Inspectors felt that we needed to do whatever we could to assist
defenceless animals and alleviate their suffering, so the Inspectorate team
put their heads and wallets together and brought their vision to the rest of
our staff. This had overwhelming results.
Our incredible team donated almost R3000 within minutes, allowing us to purchase
an astounding 1,000 litres of water to be sent to the drought-stricken areas.
The story was covered by the media, with the result that donations of water were
also received from the public.
Our inspectors travelled to Dondhota and Ntambanana to distribute the water
and found many families whose livestock and pets were suffering from severe
dehydration.
Senior Inspector Sadayan says this of her experience: “Moments that will stay with
me forever were while we were pouring out water for small groups of cattle. We
refilled the tub about six times with 20 litres each time and within minutes it would be
empty. As we stood there looking at the dry rocky ground, our guide said to us, ‘Do
you know that you are standing in the river bed? When the river was full, you could
not cross it here.’ I watched as the cattle slowly walked away. The magnitude of their
suffering hit me fiercely. There were so many more animals that we wanted to reach
that day, but I thought that if we had the time to linger there I could have cried that
river back to life.
To see an animal so desperate for something as essentially basic as a drink of water
was truly heart-breaking. This was one of the most hurtful and humbling experiences
of my life.”
Then the unexpected happened. We received a call from #OperationHydrate, a
company that has been involved in collecting and distributing water to needy areas
for some time. They offered us as much water as we could handle. Although we had
not planned an extended operation, we could not turn this down. With the fine work
of Senior Inspector Sadayan and her team, everything was organised by the end of
the week. We were ready to go!
On Saturday, 13 February, 90,000 litres of life-saving water were distributed to
Empangeni, Dundee and Vryheid SPCAs. This was an inestimable gift to the animals
suffering from intense thirst in these areas. Thank you, #OperationHydrate. Our
gratitude is beyond words. And thank you to the volunteers who helped to offload
the trucks.
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In May, 27 pigs were seized from the Umlazi area. Living
conditions were terrible: insufficient food and shelter and no
water on the premises. Many disregarded warnings had led
to a warrant, with the pigs being brought to the SPCA for
safekeeping while the owner sorted out their living conditions.

He went the whole hog, to coin a phrase. The pigs now have a
clean, dry shelter with running water in each pen, thanks to a
new JoJo tank, as well as plenty of suitable pig food.
Our team had changed 27 lives, and we will continue to check
to ensure that the now excellent conditions continue.

images captured while our inspectors were checking on holding conditions at the early morning market.
Visit our website

www.spcadbn.org.za
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Lindsey Concer

Everyone needs an updated Will

Long Service Awards

During
National
Wills
week,
September 12-16, Yvonne Boden, who
is a member of our Committee and
also a Director of Garlicke & Bousfield,
drafted wills free of charge. The
importance of leaving a will cannot
be sufficiently emphasised.

Every person should make a will for
their own peace of mind so that they
make known their plans for the care
of their family and the distribution of
their possessions.
Making a will gives you the
opportunity to ensure, through the
appointment of an executor, that
your wishes will be carried out by
someone you know and trust (rather
than someone unknown to you who
is appointed by the Master of the
High Court).
If you die intestate (that is, without
a valid will), the administration of
your estate will be prolonged and the
potential for complications to arise is
that much greater and therefore more costly to resolve. During
this time, your assets will be frozen, which could cause financial
hardship for family members left behind. And when your assets
are finally shared out in accordance with the laws of intestacy,
the right people might not benefit. For example, the Intestate
Succession Act recognises as a beneficiary your spouse and
your blood relatives in a prescribed order of preference.
Lifelong friends, loyal domestic employees and charitable
causes you have supported all your life will get nothing – even
if you have made verbal promises to them. If you are separated
but not divorced, your spouse will still inherit and depending
on the marital regime applicable, this could be the lion’s share
of your estate, while a new partner will receive nothing. If you
have no living relatives, everything you own would be realised
and the cash paid to the Guardian’s Fund administered by the
State.

Juliet Nadarajan

Richard Dladla

Juliet Nadarajan began working at our
Reception 20 years ago and went on
to become manager of the Adoptions
department in 2008, where she is known
for her compassion and dedication.
Richard Dladla has been with us for
35 years and has long been an SPCA
institution! He is widely known as the
'Dog Whisperer'.

Our Bequest Society luncheon

Although “do it yourself” forms are available from most
stationery shops and on the internet, it is far better to have
your will professionally drawn up by an attorney, financial
planner or trust company.
We spend most of our working lives accumulating whatever
is in our estate and looking after people near and dear to
us. Do not compromise on the arrangements you make for
your death. Even if you already have a will, it might require
to be changed if you have recently married, divorced or start
cohabiting with your partner – or if you have decided to include
a bequest to a charity.
If you should decide to include the Durban & Coast SPCA in
your will, you will be helping to ensure that our collective vision
of a cruelty-free world is passed onto the next generation, and
that there will always be someone to help when an animal is
injured, abused, frightened, starved or lost.

Thank you, Pam

Our annual luncheon for bequestors was held at Havana
Grill on 6 October. Thank you, Havana Grill and Mozzie Cabs
for your generous sponsorship. Our MC this year was Ricky
MacGregor who entertained everyone and challenged our
general knowledge with a fun quiz. Caroline Smith, our General
Manager, talked about the remarkable work done by our SPCA

inspectors throughout the year and conveyed their dedication,
courage, and devotion to animals with such personal admiration
and emotional support for them that many hearts were deeply
touched. She conveyed what a significant difference bequests
make in our work to alleviate animal suffering and how deeply
our bequestors are appreciated.

Ladybird Landscapes and our beautiful grounds
Visitors to our SPCA often exclaim on our beautifullymaintained grounds kept in this immaculate condition by the
green-fingered folk from Ladybird Landscapes. We cannot
sufficiently express our gratitude for their generosity in
providing our garden services at absolutely no cost.
Our orphaned dogs enjoy running around the lush lawns
in the exercise enclosure, while the Yard Cats luxuriously

sunbathe all around the gardens and attack the cat nip in our
plant nursery.
The nursery is adjacent to Coffee Cats Café and is well worth
a visit if you’re looking for beautiful healthy plants at really
reasonable rates. Best of all, a percentage of the proceeds
from the sale of these plants goes towards the cost of caring
for animals at our SPCA.

We have bidden a sad farewell to Pam Pretorius, our Hospital Manager,
who leaves us after 33 years of service. Pam did have a break in service, but
she nonetheless gave 15 years of unbroken service and became virtually
an institution in our SPCA community.
The combination of her skills and her extensive experience in her field
made a significant contribution to the smooth running of our clinic and
hospital and will be sorely missed. She has regularly gone beyond the call
of duty to help animals in distress and has been selflessly dedicated to
our SPCA.
Pam has decided that the time has come for her to pursue a new
direction in life, and her SPCA colleagues wish her success and fulfilment
in whatever she undertakes.
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Visit our website

www.spcadbn.org.za
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Our Adoption Bell

Remembering Ginger

Every time an animal is adopted from our SPCA, it’s another
happy, grateful moment for us. We thought we should
celebrate each and every adoption, so we’ve devised a little
procedure to mark these joyful happenings.
We have put up colourful posters and have a shiny new bell
that adopters ring just before they take their newly adopted
pet home.
Expect staff to dance and sing when they hear the bell!

Visit revamped Coffee Cats Café

Coffee Cats Café. run by Mark Matterson (and overseen by
Archie the Yard Cat since 2009!) recently underwent a revamp.
With a few additions to the extensive and reasonably-priced
menu, as well as a few décor and logo changes, it really is well
worth a visit.

It is a sheltered spot with a relaxed atmosphere and good
service, and there are daily specials available, as well as a 10%
discount for pensioners every day. (Get your pensioner’s card
at Coffee Cats. It’s a really pleasant place to meet up with
friends for a chat.)

Opposite the window of the Principal’s office at Mitchell Girls’
High School is a small granite stone with the inscription Ginger,
15.8.1958. Ginger’s story was originally written up many years
ago by Brenda Wepener and is told on the school’s website.
Early in 1955, soon after the school moved from Mitchell
Road in September 1954, a bright-eyed, friendly ginger dog
began to visit every day. He came from the Rose Glen area,
but no one knew who owned him, so
Mrs Miller fastened a note addressed
to ‘Ginger’s Master’ to his collar. Back
came a reply from the owner saying
that his dog disappeared every day,
and he had never known where he
went.
Ginger came to daily assembly,
marching at the head of the lines.
When the girls rose to sing, he would
climb onto one of their chairs, and the
girl whose chair it was would simply
move along the line to another seat.
He would attend different lessons
every period and fully understood that
the bell meant that a lesson had come
to an end, and it was time to move on.
If it were a double lesson with nobody
moving when the bell rang, he was at first puzzled and would
wait at the door for someone to open it for him.
He was very partial to jam sandwiches, and the girls would
pander to his tastes. During the first short break, he would go
to Mrs Miller’s office to have a drink of water.
An article about him, written by Mrs Reinhardt, appeared
in the Sunday Times. And then disaster struck. Ginger
uncharacteristically bit a passing vegetable seller, and his

Our Charity Shop

We would like to tell those who have not recently visited it that
we have a wonderful newly-remodelled Charity Shop. We have
a steady flow of visitors who dig around for bargains and are
amazed at what they find.
We also have a monthly sale we call “the Bargain Hunt”
on the last Saturday of every month in which a vast array of
donated goods draw crowds of eager buyers.
This raises us over R1 million every year, which surely proves
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owner decided to send him to the SPCA, an extraordinary
decision, more especially so in the light of Ginger’s amazing
personality. Fortunately, he was adopted by someone living in
Sydenham Road, and he continued to visit Mitchell High from
his new home.
Every day, he took himself to Overport where he waited for
the bus. If the conductor was a dog lover and sympathetic,
Ginger was allowed to travel to his
chosen destination. If the conductor
was less than sympathetic, one of the
Mitchell lasses would produce his
busfare. When the school day ended,
he would go back to the Overport bus
stop and travel home.
His new mistress did her best to
keep him at home. When he did not
turn up at school, she was sent one
of the Mitchell High absentee notes:
“Your dog has been absent for three
days. Will you kindly explain why.”
The note had the same “miraculous
effect” that absentee notes usually
had when sent to parents. Ginger
resumed daily attendance! His owner
also received end-of-term reports
with comments for each subject and general comments like:
Conduct – excellent; Scripture – very devout; Attendance –
very regular.
On 15 August 1958, tragedy happened. Ginger took off
in pursuit of a police van in Fellowes Road and was knocked
down. He died from his severe injuries and was buried before
the girls came out of school. He was deeply mourned and is
still remembered by many.

The bedrock role of SPCA volunteers

the old adage that ‘One man’s trash is another man’s treasure’!
So keep our SPCA in mind when clearing out your cupboards.
We gratefully accept anything that is in working/saleable
condition, especially antiques and jewellery, for which there is
a constant demand.
We provide a collection service for people in our area. Just
call (031) 5796534 to arrange your collection date. (Pick-up
appointments must be made in advance.)
Visit our website

Leslie & Ian Moir, Rose Darrall, Franklin Churchill, Peter Meyer, Sally Churchill.
Here are six of our volunteers. As always, we thank all our dedicated volunteers for their hugely valuable work. They are a vital part
of our efforts to create a better world for animals. Their contributions are inestimable. We could not do without them.
www.spcadbn.org.za
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OUR DURBAN & COAST SPCA HUMANE EDUCATION PROGRAMME
Rescue of chameleons from building site

Early this year, the Daily News ran an article and photo feature
on forty little flap-necked chameleons and other small creatures
that had been saved just before bulldozers arrived to flatten
a piece of grassland and clear the bush prior to the building
of an upmarket mall near Ballito. None of the small animals
rescued would have been able to escape. They were relocated
in different parts of a patch of grassy woodland about one
kilometre away from the building site.
The rescue was undertaken by Nick Evans, Tammy Caine,
and Candice and Richard McKibbin of KwaZulu-Natal
Amphibian and Reptile Conservation and Natasha Brown of
the “Consciously Green Team”.

Nick Evans, founder of
KZN Amphibian and
Reptile
Conservation,
said they had used a
LED light to find the
chameleons and had
discovered most of the
babies fast asleep on
grass stalks. He described
the
chameleons
as
“such remarkable little
creatures that do a great
job in keeping insect
numbers in check. We
should make sure that we
do all we can to conserve
them.”
“It’s so sad,” he said,
"that developers often
have little idea of the
number of valuable
small creatures they are
destroying when they
prepare natural land
for development. It is
important that an area is checked out for wildlife before habitat
destruction begins."
He pointed out that not only the chameleons were at risk
on the site, but there were many birds breeding there and
thousands of insects and spiders, and even a pair of bushbuck.
“We need to raise awareness of the smaller animals around
us to help avoid their habitat destruction,” he said. “And we
need to educate developers and the public, letting them know
that destroying natural areas affects many kinds of wildlife and
needs to be planned with careful forethought.”
Acknowledgement for photograph: Nick Evans

Top UK Gold Medal for brave dog
A now six-year-old Belgian Malinois named K9 Killer was
awarded the United Kingdom PDSA Gold Medal for Animal
Heroes at the end of last year. K9’s phenomenal tracking
skills led to the arrest of 115 poachers in the four years prior
to his award.
The PDSA is the UK’s leading veterinary charity and has
been helping sick and injured animals since 1917. In 2015, the
organisation helped 470,000 UK pets: 297,000 dogs, 157,000
cats, and 16,000 other small pets. Its Gold Medal award for
animal heroes is the most prestigious award an animal can
receive and is the animal equivalent of the George Cross for
humans. How proud we should be of K9 Killer’s magnificent
service to rhino conservation.
Amos Mzimba is K9’s handler. They are flown in a helicopter
as part of a four-strong team and have faced heavy calibre
rifle fire.
Bruce Lesliem of the Environmental Crimes Investigation
Unit described K9’s formidable sense of smell and consequent
amazing ability to track people. He had substantially
increased the team’s arrest rate.
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K9 was presented with his award by comedian and animal
welfare advocate Ricky Gervais on behalf of the PDSA.
Visit our website

Two small Grade 5 boys, Havilah and Michael, who had
questions to ask at Resmount Primary.

Effingham Primary School Grade 6 pupils, Denali Naidoo
and Andriah Padigadu.

Laura Pretorius has been our Education Officer for eleven years
and is now highly experienced in dealing with the wide range
of reactions, questions and misinformation that she comes
across in schools that often differ from one another just as
variably as do individual human beings. She addresses Grades
4 to 7, often spending days at a single school in order to cover
all the classes in these grades.
Her visit to Mariannhill Primary was via special invitation, as
this school is out of our area. The school was concerned that
there had been reports that children had been seen throwing
stones at animals on their way to school. Part of Laura’s
approach was to encourage the children to try to imagine
themselves in the animals’ position, vulnerable, helpless and
under attack. She also asked them to report any incidents to
their teachers.
Experience has shown that merely reprimanding bad
behaviour is unlikely to work.
Principals who show support make a substantial difference.
At Summit Primary, Mr Pande attended part of the presentation
and also requested a poster for the school foyer.
Mrs Naidoo of Essellen is one who is supportive and keen to
make a difference, as is Mr Africa of Greenwood Primary. There
have been impressive changes at Skylark Primary since Mrs
Moon took over a couple of years ago. This school had been
removed from the list owing to really poor facilities and visible
lack of commitment. But that has completely changed. Laura’s
comment is: “I dislike removing schools from the list and rarely
do so, as this means that opportunities for change are wasted.
I am happy to put Skylark back on the list.”
Durban Primary proved to be a revelation. Laura had last
visited this school eight years earlier, having deleted it from
her list owing to lack of a venue and little show of interest.
She found the demography had changed. The children, mostly
from Umlazi, Lamontville and KwaMashu, seemed to have
more affluent backgrounds than previously, yet they knew
surprisingly little about looking after animals and were keen to
have information. Durban Primary is happily back on the list.
At Greenwood Primary, many pupils came from areas north
of Durban and from KwaMashu. We hope this will result in
some dissemination of information into communities not
visited by Laura in person.
We do not normally cover high schools, but the Life Skills
teacher at Palmview Secondary requested a presentation for
her Grade 8s. Life Skills is part of the curriculum, but needs
extended input from the authorities and far greater use of
the expertise of outside organisations which could present
teachable life skills. Life Skills teachers require greater support.
This is a subject that easily become nebulous.
At Effingham Primary, Grade 6 pupils Denali Naidoo and

Andriah Padigadu (see photograph) were busy with a project
on the SPCA and had collected pamphlets. The presentation
added much to their research.
At Resmount Primary (see photograph), Havilah (on the left)
wanted to know how much it costs to adopt a dog and realised
it would be quite beyond his family’s means. Laura always
explains that one must not take on an animal if the family
cannot manage to feed it and care for it properly. Michael (on
the right) helps his uncle to look after his dogs.
Rosehill Primary has English mainly as a second language,
but the children have a high level of competence and ask
unusual and often mature questions.
Fireworks, especially of the big-bang variety, continue to be
a vital issue. Laura is passionate about the subject, pointing
not only to the dangers, but to the fact that big-bang fireworks
are against the law, even though it is a law that seems to be
largely ignored. Educators and the media need to play a far
more responsible role in this area.
There are issues that come up again and again: wanton
cruelty towards animals; surprise that animals have feelings
just as we do; ignorance about spaying; shock at the number
of animals born over just a few years from one female dog and
subsequent offspring; wide acceptance of chaining and lack of
shelter; and laughter from a few at the thought that dogs need
brushing, bathing and treatment for fleas and ticks. What is
sobering is that some of the more disturbing questions could
reflect what the children have actually witnessed. One has
to conclude that it is education that is lacking, because their
response to the presentation is almost always positive. They
want to know more.
By speaking to one class at a time, Laura feels that she has
the opportunity of addressing specific issues that arise, which
is not the case when one simply presents a fixed programme.

www.spcadbn.org.za

SCHOOLS VISITED
Mariannhill Primary
Summit Primary
Excelsior Primary
Essellen Heights Primary
Glenheights Primary
Durban Primary
Roseheights Primary
Greenwood Primary
Lenham Primary
Highlands Primary
Palmview Secondary School
Falconpark Primary

Slylark Primary
Effingham Primary
Resmount Primary
Rosehill Primary
Ferndale Primary
Parkvale Primary
Austerville Primary
Astra Primary
Clayheights Primary
Tyburne Primary
Glenridge Primary
Clayridge Primary
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First known live birth of IDENTICAL twin puppies

Let sleeping dogs lie!
Every now and then some research team or other tells us that
there are several health hazards in letting a pet sleep next to
you. When I looked it up, I found that there are apparently
more than a hundred conditions that can be passed on to
humans from pets… even bubonic plague, believe it nor not!
Since I have never heard about anyone getting bubonic
plague from allowing a pet onto their bed, I think my chances of
contracting it are beyond minimal, although a research report
warns me that having a pet sleeping on my bed makes me
“three times more likely” to fall victim to bubonic plague “than
normal people who choose to sleep with the same species”.
I take a moment to consider the implications of “normal
people” in this context, but then decide not to take it personally,
as who would ever want to be categorised as merely ‘normal’.
(Never willingly allow yourself to be classified in terms of a
generalisation!)
I stand to be corrected, but I also think it would probably
be generally agreed that pet owners who share a bed, and also
make space for their pets’ blissfully contented little bodies, are
unquestionably of “the same species”.
People who are allergic to animal hair have to be more
careful, of course, and many reluctantly forego the uniquely
soothing pleasure of having a loving pet snuggled up to them.
But it seems that over half of pet-owners do have their dog or
cat curled up next to them at night.

Here is the editor’s
beautiful Bonnie,
who came from the
SPCA in 2004.
Bonnie loves people
and is full of joy.

A report in front of me advises: “Pets should not go on the
bed. Having a stuffed animal on your bed is fine, but not a real
one.” A stuffed animal… they have to be kidding! I sleep much
better with my small dog, Bonnie, curled up quietly next to me.
Her being there reminds me that pets are among what is still
right with the world.
SB

Daisy flies home…after being missing for six years!
Animal lives are saved by having a microchip, and owners and pets are re-united.
Here is the heartwarming story of a dog identified by microchip over a thousand
kilometres from where she had gone missing years earlier.
In August 2010, Luke
and
Sharon
Waspe
adopted Daisy, a twoyear-old
cross-breed
Jack Russell, from the
Roodepoort SPCA. She
had been surrendered to
the SPCA by her previous
owners, and the Waspes
realised that her earlier
experience might have
left her insecure.
She was settling in well and beginning to put on weight when
the Waspes came home one day to find that she had escaped
from their yard. They drove round the neighbourhood looking
for her and put up notices offering a R1,000 reward. There was
no response, and Luke, Sharon and their sons, Brendan and
Darren, realised sadly that they had to get over losing another
dog. Their previous much loved pet had died of cancer. They
adopted another Jack Russell and called her Lady.
Then on 11 April this year, Sharon received a call from Colleen
of the Kragga Kamma Veterninary Hospital that stunned her.
A dog had been found near a shopping centre and brought
to the hospital, where she was found to have a microchip. The
Identipet device had been inserted by the Roodepoort SPCA
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at the time of Daisy’s adoption. Daisy’s owners were identified
as the Waspes.
Fortunately, the family could still be contacted via the
Identipet owner information. As soon as Sharon told Luke that
Daisy had been found, he said: “We have to get her home.”
That was easier said than done, as flights from Port Elizabeth
do not land at Lanseria International Airport. They eventually
found a PE pet transit company called Move a Pet, and a flight
was arranged for Daisy to OR Tambo International Airport,
including a carrier crate and rabies injections, at a total cost of
around R2,500, which they felt was a reasonable price to get
Daisy back. The whole family went to meet her.
Their guess is that someone had found her wandering in
Roodepoort and had taken her with them when they moved to
Port Elizabeth, where she had obviously eventually gone into
escape mode again after some years.
She soon began to put on weight and gets along quite well
with Lady. The one concern the Waspes have is that Daisy might
escape from their garden again and go into wandering mode.
In the meantime, they have an added respect for microchips
and ID collars.
Without a microchip, the Waspes would never have known
whether the little dog they had adopted six years earlier had
survived as a vulnerable stray, and Daisy would not have been
back in a loving home.
Visit our website

Dr Kurt de Cramer is a veterinary surgeon in the Rand en Dal
Animal Hospital in Mogale City, a municipality in Gauteng’s
West Rand. He was performing a Caesarean section on an Irish
wolfhound earlier this year after she went into distress when
about to give birth. Dr de Cramer does about 900 Caesarian
sections every year.
When he began the operation, he noticed that there was an
unusual bulging which he at first thought was fluid surrounding
a foetus. Then he found that there was a single placenta with
two foetuses each with an umbilical cord.
The puppies were both female, and he suspected that they
were identical twins that had developed as a result of the
splitting of an embryo. Five other puppies were delivered,
each with its own placenta.
Dr de Cramer contacted other specialists in the field to
confirm his suspicions about the two pups that had shared
a placenta. The team included Dr Johan Neethling of the
University of Pretoria and Dr Carolynne Joone of James Cook
University in Townsville, Australia.
Blood samples were obtained when the pups were two
weeks old. It was confirmed that they were the first twin dogs
ever documented. The team of specialists reported their
findings in the journal Reproduction in Domestic Animals.
Further DNA samples were taken when the pups were six
weeks old. Tests looked at how similar the other pups were
genetically, because if they had similar profiles, it would not
have been easy to reach definition about whether the two who
had shared a placenta were indeed identical twins.
The DNA tests confirmed that the first two puppies were
www.spcadbn.org.za

genetically identical, whereas the rest of the litter were similar
only to the extent that littermates usually are.
Dr de Cramer says that the degree of rarity of genetically
identical dogs is not known. This South African case is officially
the very first recorded case in scientific literature. It could have
happened before without being noticed, but it would be an
exceedingly rare happening.
The fact that the puppies were born by Caesarean section
performed by an experienced surgeon who immediately
suspected that the mother was delivering twins resulted in the
genetic details being scientifically recorded. People would
generally not notice identical twins in animals unless they know
what to look for.
One of the reports at the time comments that human
beings and nine-banded armadillos are exceptions in giving
birth to identical offspring. Nine-banded armadillos give birth
to identical quadruplets, each with its own placenta. There
have been reports of identical twin foetuses in horses, but a
horse’s placenta is not able to provide sufficient oxygen for two
foetuses, and one foetus will die, leading to the death of the
second.
Dr de Cramer was therefore surprised to find the identical
twin puppies strong and healthy, although slightly smaller than
their siblings.
During his twenty-six years of practice, he had only once,
in 2014, seen two foetuses sharing a placenta, but both pups
were dead when he performed the Caesarean section.
The identical twins, Cullen and Romulus, had caught up in
size with their siblings by the time they were six weeks.
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SOCIALMEDIA:

Using social media
for a better world

Winner

“TODAY, NEWS NO LONGER BREAKS, IT TWEETS.”
Shirley Bell
There was a time when rural people simply got left out of
most things that were being discussed in urban areas. And
even in urban areas, information flow could scarcely be
compared with what it is like today, when “news no longer
breaks; it tweets”.
On the wide-ranging site, The Conversation, which covers
events, ideas and research internationally, specialists in all
fields convey their opinions, and the material is free from
copyright, so can be legally quoted or reprinted.
The site is financed by universities, research institutions and
business organisations all over the world, including South
Africa.
A specialist in the field of indigenous peoples and social
media activism, Professor Bronwyn Carlson of Wollongong
University, Australia, describes on The Conversation site how
rural communities are harnessing social media in order to be
heard where it counts.

News on tap…
In America, the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe turned to the
social media and received almost instant wide national and
international support in their determination to protect their
sacred sites and precious water supplies from a 1900km
pipeline intended to carry 470,000 barrels of oil per day just
north of their reservation.
The #SOSBLAKAUSTRALIA campaign against closure of
remote Aboriginal communities in Australia took off like a
rocket after just one Facebook post from the Biendurry family
in the northern Aboriginal community of Wangkatjungka.
Within a week, thousands of outraged Australians were in the
streets protesting. There was international media coverage,
and support poured in from all over the world.
A growing number of people are acquiring information
about what is going on and now have access to other people’s
views, including views that are outspoken or even at times
outrageous. Owing to social media, little can be hidden
in our societies. People convey their opinions, respond to
issues, create a new focus, follow an interest, contribute to a
meaningful appeal, voice their anger or support.
Social media make issues into instant news. Information now
trends faster than the best abilities of the mainstream media.
Everybody’s voice can be heard. The possibilities for bringing
about change in the way the world works are staggering
The evidence is that we are beginning to care about things
well beyond the confines of our own lives and are moving
towards seeing that there really is an interconnectedness of
all that exists, something that research in the quantum field
began to suggest at least a hundred years ago. This has real
significance for animal welfare organisations.
The huge UK animal welfare organisation, PETA (People
for the Ethical Treatment of Animals), messages: “Get active
online. It takes only a few clicks of the mouse.”
Animal Liberation activist, Peter Singer, reminds people that
“animals have the ability to suffer in the same way and to the
same degree as humans do”.
Sound Media Rescuers United for Animal Welfare heads
the opening page of their site with “Facebook saves lives.
Animal Rescue is not spam.’
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The general message from animal welfare organisations using
social media is that “animal causes and social media are made
for each other”. Information and pleas for action are pouring
onto social media sites. More and more people know that
animals can and do think, and it makes them uncomfortable
about what society does to them. It should.
Particularly because of being such a major influence in the
lives of young people, the social media are changing the
very nature of society and are creating a cultural paradigm
shift. Animal welfare organisations consequently have better
opportunities than ever before of encouraging people to
value and protect animals and to understand the complexity
of animal consciousness.
Issues like animal laboratory experimentation, nasty aspects
of factory farming, the need for inspection of abattoirs
and animal transporting, canned hunting, careless use of
pesticides, and abuse of animals in general are thrust into our
faces, questioning our humanity.
The following recent statistics from the PETA site give some
idea of the comparative power of Facebook and Twitter for this
major animal welfare organisation compared with two other
powerful organisations:

Durban & Coast SPCA

Introducing our
‘Paws for the Camera’
photo competition winners

Frida and Louis live on a Midlands farm and are great
companions on an early morning walk – Amelia Smith

A Calendar with a difference!
Our 2017 Calendar features real pets of real Durban families. This wonderful display of the bond shared
between pet and owner is available to purchase at the Durban & Coast SPCA for the price of R180 each.
For further queries contact Lindsey on Lindsey@spcadbn.org.za or (031) 5796546

January

February

March

April

Josie is 12 weeks old. She has a
fetish for shoes and rugby.

Rascal is my best friend. He was
adopted from the
Durban & Coast SPCA.

Zerodi adores swimming and has an
infectious doggy smile.

We found Miss Molly at the Durban
& Coast SPCA.

June

July

August

Rolo is a two-year-old Jack Russell
Terrier that loves playing ball.

I believe I can fly... Buddy doing what
he loves most.

Toby the Dachshund enjoying his
frolic in the front garden.

Sophie has brought so much joy into
our lives this year.

September

October

November

December

Oscar is a very spoilt 8-year-old
Persian who has a knack of getting
what he wants when he wants it.

Cino, our beautiful 6-year-old
Golden Retriever, is the first pet
my children have ever had.

This is Billy, our Terrier mix,
at 10 weeks old.

Meadow was rescued when she was
only two weeks old.

PETA – Over 2,000,000 Facebook followers and 500,000
on Twitter.
UNICEF, USA – 422,000 and 163,000 respectively.
Foundation for Biomedical Research (which supports
laboratory experimentation on animals where they ‘consider
this to be necessary’) – 130,000 and 1,700 respectively.
The work of the Durban & Coast SPCA in the field of animal
welfare is embedded in a broader philosophy that, in addition
to our vital hands-on everyday work, includes ever-increasing
use of social media as a communicative and educative means
of drawing people into one of the most important of causes:
the value of animal lives, which is part of valuing and honouring
all life.
Use of social media will also improve adoption rates because
actual images of animals up for adoption allow people to feel
instantly connected to them. For instance, Maggie’s Rescue
in Sydney has been putting images on Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram and Pinterest for six years and finds that 95% of their
adoptions are now via the social media.
People are beginning to care more about animal welfare
because, with the help of the social media, they are beginning
to know more.
Follow the Durban & Coast SPCA on Facebook and
Twitter and on our website, www.spcadbn.org.za.

Visit our website

May

www.spcadbn.org.za
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We’re the BUZZ
around town

Let’s STOP the menace of
FIREWORKS that kill or
maim our animal friends

Proudly Supports
the Durban & Coast SPCA

We support the SPCA in
their quest to stamp out
cruelty to all animals

Call Centre bookings:
0860 MOZZIE / 0860 66 99 43
E-mail bookings to:
bookings@mozzie.co.za

Please phone us today for a quote
to clean your premises

www.mozziecabs.co.za

(031) 312 1336
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